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University of Northern Iowa 
News Seivices 319/273-2761 Cedar Falls , Iowa News 
4/20/88 -- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
TOM PETTIT JOURNALISM SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS ANNOUNCED AT NORTHERN IOWA 
CEDAR FALLS--Senior public relations majors Edward Derr of Arlington a_nd Lisa 
Suchomel. of Cedar Rapids have been named this year's recipients of $200 Tom Pettit 
scholarships at the Un iversity of Northern Iowa. 
The students were cited for their academic achievements. interest and 
participation in journalistic activities, and writing talent. The awards are 
presented by the journalism section of the UNI Department of English Language and 
Literature. 
Derr. son of Calvin and Gwen Derr. has done an internship in the UNI Office of 
Public Relations and is a member of the Public Relations Student Society of 
America. 
Suchomel is managing editor of the Northern Iowan student newspaper and has 
worked as a public relations intern at University Hospitals and Clinics in Iowa 
City. She is the daughter of Glenn and Sandy Suchomel. 
The scholarships were funded in 1982 by Tom Pettit. a 1953 UNI graduate and 
NBC's chief national affairs correspondent. Following a lecture on campus. Pettit 
donated his $1. 750 honorarium to the UNI Foundation for journal ism scholarships. 
Pettit taught two classes at Northern Iowa last summer. "National Election 
Coverage Methods" and "General Public Affairs Reporting Methods." He will be NBC' s 
chief correspondent at both the Republican and Democratic National Conventions this 
summer. 
Pettit began his broadcast ing career as a reporter for WOI-TV in Ames. He 
also worked at KCRG-TV . Cedar Rapids and WCCO-TV. Minneapolis before joining 
NBC News as a reporter for WRCV-TV in Philadelphia. He has earned eight awards for 
his reporting. and in 1972. he received a UNI Alumni Achievement Award. 
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